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remains at Segovia. A history of his revelations and many miracles, with
an exact account of his writings, and mystical theology may be read in
his life by F. Dositheus of Alexis.

The spirit of Christianity is the spirit of the Cross. To attain to and
to live by pure love, we must live and die upon the Cross, or at least in
the spirit of the Cross. Jesus merited all the graces we receive by suffering
for us; and it is by suffering with him that we are best prepared to be
enriched with them. Hence afflictions are part of the portion which,
together with the hundredfold of his consolations, he has promised to his
most beloved servants. His most holy and innocent mother bore a large
share in all his sufferings. His apostles and other most faithful servants,
in proportion to the high degree in which they stood in his favour, drank
of this cup. Those souls which he has raised to the highest degree of
familiarity in this life, he always prepared for that grace by severe trials,
But in the divine love they found a recompense, which richly paid them
for all its cost, this love being its own present reward, as it is a fire which
is its own fuel.

The following feasts are celebrated on November 24 :

ST CHRYSOGONUS, whose name appears in the canon of the Mass: ST CEANAN or KENAN,
Bishop of Duleek in Ireland : ST FLORA and ST MARY, virgins and martyrs. Flora was of
Mahometan extraction by her father, but secretly instructed in the Christian faith by her mother,
Mary was sister to a deacon. They were beheaded at the same time : ST JOHN OF THE CROSS,
a fellow-worker with St Theresa in the reform of the Carmelite Order and one of the greatest
writers on mystical theology in modern times. He died on 1591.
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ST CATHERINE, VIRGIN, MARTYR, PATRONESS OF
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[Jos. Assemani in Calend. Univ. ad Nov. 24, t. v. p. 375.]

ST CATHERINE, whom the Greeks call ^Ecatherina, glorified God by an illus-
trious confession of the faith of Christ at Alexandria, under Maximinus II.
Her acts are so much adulterated that little use can be made of them. The
Emperor Basil, in his Greek Menology, relates with them that this saint,
who was of the royal blood and an excellent scholar, confuted a company
of the ablest heathen philosophers, whom Maximinus had commanded to
enter into a disputation with her, and that being converted by her to the
faith, they were all burnt in one fire for confessing the same. He adds,
that Catherine was at length beheaded. She is said first to have been put
upon an engine made of four wheels joined together and stuck with sharp
pointed spikes that, when the wheels were moved, her body might be torn
to paxes. The acts add that at the first stirring of the terrible engine, the
cords with which the martyr was tied were broken asunder by the invisible
power of an angel, and, the engine falling to pieces by the wheels being